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James Baxter, chairman of the Committee on Indian Immigra-
tion, wrote on August 30, 1941 :
f have been shocked and saddened to see under what grievous
disabilities a large part of the laboring population of Rangoon
works and lives. I lousing conditions are often very squalid in the
extreme; wages are low, and in many cases settlement is made only
at long and irregular intervals.
Steel Brothers, the Bunnali Oil Company, and other large
Kuropeaii firms provided barracks for their employees which
were in many respects superior to the accommodations which
laborers of similar grade could secure anywhere else in the
country. Similarly, the Rangoon Development Trust engaged
in various schemes involving slum clearance and the provision
of low-cost housing. However, the housing problem always
seemed to grow beyond the capacity of the R.D.T. to catch up
with it. Some of the Indian labor contractors, or "maistries,"
found an additional means of exploiting their unfortunate
charges, by hiring rooms and crowding workers together into
almost unspeakable quarters.
LABOR UNDER THE JAPANESE
One immediate effect of the Japanese occupation was to
throw open to Burmans a wide variety of jobs previously held
by Europeans, Indians, and Chinese. Practically all senior civil
service jobs held by Europeans, for instance, were filled by
Burmans* Indian labor was still present, but only about half
as much as before, and in some areas outside Rangoon, Moul-
nicin, etc., Indians found it expedient to remove themselves
from threats of violence. Thus competition from foreign labor
was drastically reduced,
The demand for certain types of labor was similarly less-
ened, of course, with reduced activity on the railways, and with
numerous factories unable to operate because of demolition,
bombing, shortage of machinery repairs, fuel, raw materials,
and other items. Although attempts were made to stimulate
production of paper and numerous other commodities hitherto
imported, total employment on such projects was low.